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Preparation of the roundtables in the 4th Working Group meeting – 

Suggested topics of discussion for each session  
 

  

Session 1: Drivers of deforestation in the Guiana Shield – Current situation, data 

availability and mapping initiatives 

 

Each country will have 20 minutes to make a presentation that provides an overview for the 

other participants, sharing the current picture of drivers of deforestation and forest degradation 

in your country. We suggest the following structure for this presentation: 

 

● Indication of the main drivers of deforestation in your country/state/region 

● Indication of the main drivers of forest degradation 

● Explanation of the context of each driver in the country and expected future trends 

● Available quantitative and spatial information/databases on those drivers 

● Tools and methodologies currently used or planned to quantify the deforestation impacts 

and map the spatial patterns of those drivers 

 

The discussion following the presentations will focus on regional aspects of drivers of 

deforestation and forest degradation in the Guiana Shield. 

  

 

Session 2: Anticipating evolution of drivers of deforestation and forest degradation, to 

improve land-use planning and/or feed REL/RL 

 

The main goal of this session is to understand the usefulness of modeling approaches for 

developing a REL/RL for REDD+ and for Land Use Planning, including when it should be used 

and when it should not. The roundtable should provide the first answers on the usefulness of 

modeling that is planned within the REDD+ for the Guiana Shield project. To facilitate the 

discussion, we ask each partner to prepare in advance arguments and information to share on 

the following issues: 

 

● Which variables could help to explain quantity and spatial location of deforestation in 

your country? (e.g. demographic statistics could explain increasing agricultural pressure, 

gold price increasing mining activities, etc.) 

● Are data easily available for those variables, at which frequency are those data 

collected? 

● What are the current challenges and obstacles on availability or quality of data needed 

for quantifying and mapping the drivers of deforestation/degradation? 

● Is modeling being used or considered as an option for estimating REDD+ reference 

deforestation levels (REL/RL)? How and why? 

● Are there any previous initiatives or experiments on modelling deforestation at regional 

or national scale that you know of?  
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● Modelling tools are planned to be developed within the REDD+ for the Guiana Shield 

project. What are the obstacles for such a regional model? What could be the use of 

such models in your countries and for the Guiana Shield eco-region? 

 

 

Session 3: Addressing drivers of deforestation and degradation – Policies and measures 

 

Session 3 will focus on policies that are being designed or implemented to help all interested 

parties in developing economic activities with the minimum impact possible on forests and the 

peoples that live there. The moderator will bring forward the following questions for discussion:  

  

● What institutions in your country are responsible for introducing policies to address each 

of the drivers of deforestation/degradation and to enforce those policies? 

● Describe policies that have been developed at sub-national/national level that have 

produced promising results in addressing drivers of deforestation and/or forest 

degradation. You may also share interesting examples you have heard about from 

abroad that you think may be relevant for the Guiana Shield context. 

● What are the current progresses and challenges on forest governance and land tenure 

definition in your country? 

● Is there space for further regional cooperation on policy development to address drivers 

of deforestation/degradation (e.g. at transboundary areas)? 

 

 

Session 4: Addressing drivers of deforestation and degradation – Local initiatives 

 

Session 4 will focus on local initiatives and best practices that are being implemented in the field 

either by the state, civil society or private entities and that have shown promising results in 

terms of decreasing the negative impact of economic development on forests. The focus will be 

on the following questions: 

 

● Describe local public initiatives/projects that have produced promising results in 

addressing drivers of deforestation and/or forest degradation. 

● Describe local private initiatives/projects that have produced promising results in 

addressing drivers of deforestation and/or forest degradation. 

● Describe local civil society/NGO initiatives/projects that have produced promising results 

in addressing drivers of deforestation and/or forest degradation. 

● What initiatives can we shape together to address drivers of deforestation/degradation in 

the Guiana Shield? 


