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If you wish to submit us an interesting article related to climate change and forests, we'd be delighted to publish it in our newsletter. 
Please contact us at the following address: rachida.lejeannic@onfinternational.com 

What’s new in the project? 
 
Fourth Steering Committee  
The Fourth Steering Committee 
was held in Georgetown, 
Guyana, on 20th to 22nd of 
January 2015, at the Guyana 
Forestry Commission. It was the 
occasion for all project partners 
to gather and discuss on the 
project’s advancements and 
future orientations. All 
presentations from the 
participants of this SCM are 
available on the project website: 
reddguianashield.com. 
The report of the event is under 
preparation and will soon be 
published on the website. 
 
Gold mining impact 
monitoring at the Guiana 
Shield Regional Scale  
The second meeting session of 
the study on “Monitoring the 
impacts of gold-mining on forests 
and waterways at the Guiana 
Shield regional scale” took place 
in Cayenne for two weeks, 
between 26th of January and 6th 
of February 2015. This session 
focused on the consolidation of 
the previously discussed 
methodology and operational 
production. A field trip was 
organized with the support of the 
ONF-Guyane Nature Unit, to visit 
a gold-mining legal site in 
Belizon forest. More info about 
the study 
 
Training on national land 
cover classification systems 
(LCCS) towards the integration 
of forest and other land use 
mapping activities  
From 9th to 13th of March, a 
training session will be organized 

in Paramaribo, Suriname, on the 
use of the Forest and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) new version 
of the Land Cover Classification 
Systems software (LCCS v3). 
This training will count with the 
presence of two experts from 
FAO, as well as up to four 
members of each partner 
country. The aim of this training, 
based on a practical approach, is 
to work on the harmonization of 
the legends and classification 
systems at a national scale, and 
also to discuss the scheme of a 
classification model that could be 
used for regional mapping 
activities. 
 
Tutorial Files from SAR 
technical training are available 
on the project website  
As a result of the SAR technical 
trainings for forest mapping 
successively held in Paramaribo, 
Macapá and Georgetown, 
between November 2014 and 
January 2015, all the tutorials 
used during the training sessions 
are now available on the project 
website. These tutorials are 
divided in theory (name of files 
starting with TH) and practical 
work (starting with PW), and also 
include videos showing the 
techniques step-by-step. 
 
Terms of References on 
coming activities  
In the past weeks, two terms of 
references have been shared 
with the Steering Committee 
members on coming activities. 
As agreed during last SCM, the 
SC members have a two 
weeks delay to comment on 
the terms of references they 
receive, after that they will be 

considered approved. Sent on 
February 10th, the Terms of 
References concerning the 
Radar Workshop will be 
validated on February 24th. For 
the Regional Support on 
Allometric Equations, other 
Terms of References have 
been sent by the project team 
on the 18th of February, and 
the SC members are invited to 
comment or make suggestions 
until March 4th. 
 
News from others in the 
region 
 
Global demand for gold is 
another threat for tropical 
forests  
In January 2015, a study on 
gold-mining in South America 
was published, by two 
researchers from the University 
of Puerto Rico. After explaining 
the parallel between the global 
financial crisis, the rise of gold 
prices and the augmentation of 
gold mining activities, this study 
aims at assessing the impacts 
of gold mining on tropical moist 
forests, at the continental scale 
between 2001 and 2013. The 
authors identified four areas in 
South America where the gold 
mining activities are 
concentrated and among them, 
the Guiana Shield region is the 
most impacted, since 41% of 
the deforestation caused by 
gold mining is located in this 
ecoregion. Read more 
 
Mapping Database in Amapá  
Thanks to a partnership between 
the SEMA and the Brazilian 
National Army, the State of 
Amapá will soon have its own 
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cartographic database. This 
database will concentrate all 
existing data that can be useful 
for mapping, such as previous 
maps, satellite images (Landsat 
and Rapideye) available for the 
area, aerial pictures, etc. The 
army will also deliver recent 
Radar images of Amapá, 
resulting of more than a year of 
regular flights over the state. 
Flying activities are scheduled 
until March and the database, 
which will be freely accessible, 
should be released around the 
same time. 
 
Community Based MRV in 
Guyana: WWF Forest and 
Climate Programme webinar  
Once a month, WWF Forest and 
Climate Programme organize 
webinars on a REDD+ topic, with 
an open access to all who want 
to know more about REDD+, 
with the intervention of a REDD+ 
expert. This month’s webinar 
was dedicated to Community-
based Monitoring, Reporting and 
Verification for REDD+ (CMRV), 
based on the outcomes from a 
recent workshop held in Guyana 
on the same topic. It happened 
on February 19 at 9:30am 
EST/3:30pm CET. For those who 
could not join the online session, 
you can find the recorded 
session on the WWF website 
and more archives of other 
Learning Session webinars. 
Some feedback can also be 
shared by Sara Svensson, our 
Focal Point in Suriname, who 
attended the Webinar.   
See more 
 
External news 
 
UN-REDD next Newsletter 
Focuses on Capacity Building  
The February/March newsletter 
from the UN Collaborative 
Programme on Reducing 

Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation in 
Developing Countries (UN-
REDD) was released on the 2nd 
of February and focuses on 
building capacities to design and 
implement REDD+ programmes 
in developing countries. With 
study cases and events from 
developing countries such as 
Malawi, Brazil, Paraguay or Sri 
Lanka among others, this 
newsletter brings the latest 
information on REDD+ 
processes and implementation. 
Read more 
 
The Best Technology for 
Fighting Climate Change? 
Planting trees  
A recently published article from 
Oxford University on Carbon 
assets came to the conclusion 
that one of the best strategies to 
fight the effects of climate 
change is to plant trees. For the 
autors, between now and 2050, 
the Negative Emissions 
Technologies (NETs), such 
forest and land management are 
the most promising technologies 
for reaching the international 
goal of keeping the global 
warming at a maximum of 2 
degrees celsius, since they are 
comparatively low-cost, and 
carry little additional risk if 
implemented. The article specify 
that afforestation – planting trees 
where they didn’t exist before – 
and biochar – improving quality 
of the soil by burying a dense 
layer of charcoal – are the most 
recommended techniques. 
However, these techniques 
should only be used as one of a 
variety of tools to fight climate 
change. Read more 
 
 
 

UNFCCC negotiation meeting 
was held in Geneva on 8-13th 
of February  
The eighth part of the second 
session of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group on the Durban Platform 
for Enhanced Action (ADP 2.8) 
was held in the beginning of 
February in Geneva, in 
preparation for the 21st 
Conference of the Parties of 
Paris (COP21) in December 
2015. The main output of this 
meeting was a negotiating text, 
that will serve as a basis for the 
constitution of a protocol to be 
adopted during COP21. In 
addition to this meeting, the 
UNFCCC has launched a web 
platform for Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions 
(INDCs), to encourage all Parties 
to prepare in advance their 
national contribution towards the 
achievement of the objectives of 
the Convention. 
Read the negociating text  
Acess the INDCs platform 
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