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WHAT’S NEW IN THE PROJECT? 

Regional Workshop “Improving knowledge sharing on tree 

species identification in the Guiana Shield 
From 29th September to 2nd October 2015, about 30 participants 
from the project partner countries and other invited organizations 
gathered on Tonka Island, Suriname, for a regional workshop on 
“Improving knowledge sharing on tree species identification in the 
Guiana Shield”. During their stay in the midst of nature, 
participants got an overview of the existing knowledge on tree 
species in the region. They identified challenges and set objectives 
in order to strengthen the network of tree species specialists 
(researchers, forestry services, tree spotters, etc) in the region. An 
e-mail group was created to maintain discussions and a virtual 
library was built to gather and share material on tree species of the 
Guiana Shield. The workshop was part of a study on the same 
topic and a report is under preparation. See more on the project 
website’s dedicated page and join the email group on this link. 

Methodological approach for modeling deforestation in the 

Guiana Shield 
In the framework of his PhD thesis work, partly financed by the 
REDD+ for the Guiana Shield project, Camille Dezécache 
produced a study on the “Methodological approach for modeling 
deforestation in the Guiana Shield”. This report analyzes the 
specific context of the Guiana Shield in terms of deforestation 
factors and modeling, and explores methodologies that can be 
applied in order to create an appropriate model at regional scale. 
In November, the report as well as the first results of modeling 
deforestation for the region will be presented by Camille 
Dezécache, during short in-country missions. Read the report 
here. 

Advanced Training Course on the use of Sentinel-1 SAR data 
During the first week of December, up to 4 participants from the 
region will participate to an Advanced training course on the use of 
Sentinel-1 SAR data in ONFI headquarters, Paris. The objective of 
this training is to ensure an operational use of the free and recent 
Sentinel-1 data available for the whole region, building on the 
capacities acquired in the previous trainings on Radar. 
See more about Radar activities on our website's dedicated page 

Sept. - Oct. 2015 
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IF YOU WISH TO SUBMIT US AN INTERESTING ARTICLE RELATED TO CLIMATE CHANGE AND 

FORESTS, WE’D BE DELIGHTED TO PUBLISH IT IN OUR NEWSLETTER. PLEASE CONTACT US AT 

THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: RACHIDA.LEJEANNIC@ONFINTERNATIONAL.COM 

 

http://reddguianashield.com/studies/improving-knowledge-sharing-on-tree-species-identification-in-the-guiana-shield/regional-workshop/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/guiana-shield-tree-species
http://reddguianashield.com/studies/analyzing-and-modeling-deforestation-in-the-guiana-shield/
http://reddguianashield.com/trainings/sar-technical-training-for-forest-mapping/


 

Available reports for the Gold mining study and 6th 

Working Group Meeting 
Gold mining study: after the publication of the final 
report in English, versions in French, Portuguese 
and Dutch are now available for the regional study 
on the project website. 
6th Working group meeting on CMRV: following 
the 6th Working Group Meeting on Community-
based MRV held in Guyana in the end of August, a 
report, summarizing the discussions and analyzing 
possibilities to continue regional collaboration on 
this topic has been uploaded on the project 
website. Join the discussion group created at this 
occasion on this link 
 

NEWS FROM OTHERS IN THE REGION 

Public consultation on forest concessions in 

Amapá 
In September and October 2015, teams from the 
Instituto Estadual das Florestas (IEF) went to all the 
municipalities of Amapá to present, during public 
hearings, the process of forest concessions that will 
be implemented in 2016. 146 000 hectares of the 
public forest of Amapá (FLOTA) will be open to 
concessions, under IEF’s supervision. The bidding 
process should be launched in the coming weeks.  
See more on this link (in Portuguese). 

8 Amazon countries will issue a joint statement 

highlighting the role that protected areas in their 

region play regarding the COP21 negotiations 
On October 15th, in Bogotá, Colombia, the 
directors of protected areas systems of the 8 
Amazonian countries gathered for an event 
organized in the framework of the Integration of 
Amazonia Protected Areas project (IAPA). They 
decided to elaborate a declaration for COP21, 
highlighting the role of protected areas of Amazonia 
in climate change reduction and mitigation, and the 
necessity to preserve the benefits and services 
produced by these areas in the region. The 
protected areas, representing more than 170 million 
hectares, are home to 33 million people distributed 
in 420 Indigenous Peoples that directly depend on 
these ecosystems.  
See more on this link. 

Rapid tree carbon stock recovery in managed 

Amazonian forests 
The CIRAD recently published a study, based on a 
network of 79 permanent sample plots located at 10 
sites across the Amazon basin, revealing that 
Amazonian forests can recover their initial carbon 
stocks in 7 to 21 years when managed using low 
impact techniques. This study shows that 
sustainably managed forests can play a 

fundamental role in carbon storage and in fighting 
climate change, and that the 20 to 30 years cycles 
established for sustainable forest management 
plans in the region are sufficient to ensure carbon 
stocks reconstitution. 
Read more about these findings on CIRAD’s 
website and read the full article on this link. 
 

EXTERNAL NEWS 

Summary of countries climate pledges (INDC) 
As the great majority of Parties have submitted their 
Intended National Determined Contributions 
(INDCs), an article published on the Carbon Brief 
website analyzes the climate pledges that will 
“determine the sucess of the deal that the UN 
hopes to sign off in Paris in December this year”. So 
far, 156 countries have submitted their INDC, 
representing 91,6% of the world’s global emissions. 
Read the article on the Carbon Brief website. 
Access the INDCs submission portal for more details 

on each country’s contribution. 

18th RRI Dialogue on Forests, Governance and 

Climate Change 
On October 26th, the 18th Rights and Resources 
Initiatives Dialogue meeting was held in Washington 
DC, USA, under the theme “Challenges and 
Opportunities of Climate and REDD+ Milestones for 
Forest Communities”. It was the occasion for the 
participants to “identify priorities to ensure that the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples and other local 
communities are enhanced and safeguarded. 
Read more on this link. 

FAO publishes key findings of global forest 

resources assessment 
On the first day of the XV World Forest Congress, 

held in Durban, South Africa in September 2015, 

the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

released the 2015 Global Forest Resources 

Assessement. This report, published regurlarly 

since 1948, gives an overview of the world’s forests 

situation, based on country reports and remote 

sensing monitoring. This year’s report shows that 

since 2010, even if the forest areas have 

decreased, the rate of net forest loss has been cut 

by 50%.  

The key findings are summarized in an infographic 
document available here. 
Access the full report on this link. 
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http://reddguianashield.com/studies/gold-mining-impact-monitoring-at-the-guiana-shield-regional-scale/final-report/
http://reddguianashield.com/working-groups/community-based-mrv-systems-in-the-guiana-shield/
http://reddguianashield.com/working-groups/community-based-mrv-systems-in-the-guiana-shield/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/guiana-shield-cmrv
http://www.ief.ap.gov.br/conteudo/lista_noticias/606
http://www.fao.org/americas/noticias/ver/en/c/337127/
http://www.cirad.fr/actualites/toutes-les-actualites/communiques-de-presse/2015/climat-les-forets-d-amazonie-reconstituent-leur-stock-de-carbone-en-20-ans
http://www.cirad.fr/actualites/toutes-les-actualites/communiques-de-presse/2015/climat-les-forets-d-amazonie-reconstituent-leur-stock-de-carbone-en-20-ans
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960982215008684
http://www.carbonbrief.org/paris-2015-tracking-country-climate-pledges/
http://unfccc.int/focus/indc_portal/items/8766.php
http://www.rightsandresources.org/event/eighteenth-rri-dialogue-on-forests-governance-and-climate-change/
http://www.fao.org/resources/infographics/infographics-details/en/c/325836/
http://www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/en/

