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 Generate a clear overview of existing resources and 
capacities for recognizing and collecting data on tree 
species in the Guiana Shield region (Guyana, Suriname, 
French Guiana, Amapá)  

 

 Identify knowledge gaps and suggest tools and 
activities that would be useful for improving tree 
species identification and reporting in the Guiana 
Shield 

 

 Create a network of experts on tree species in the 
Guiana Shield and bring them together to share 
knowledge and explore possible future collaboration 
beyond the project's scope. 

 

Objective: Improving knowledge sharing on tree 
species identification in the Guiana Shield  



Methodology 

 Consultant preparing a 
regional state-of-the-art 
report, planning a workshop 
and developing a strategy 

 

 Regional workshop on Tonka 
Island in Suriname, 4 days in 
Sep-Oct 2015: 30 participants 
from multiple institutions 

 

Read more: http://reddguianashield.com/studies/improving-knowledge-
sharing-on-tree-species-identification-in-the-guiana-shield/ 



Outputs 

Digital book sharing 

4-languages 
tree species list 

List of literature 
and websites 



Declaration of Tonka Island 

“We, the participants of the Workshop 'Improving knowledge sharing on tree species identification in the 
Guiana Shield', organized by the ONFI REDD+ for the Guiana Shield Project, and held at Tonka Island, 
Suriname, between 29 September and 02 October 2015, recognize that: 
 
 The regional workshop was an important medium to share information about tree species identification and 
to learn from different institutions and individuals in the Guiana Shield and beyond. 
 There is an urgent need to continue to improve and exchange tree species knowledge through repetitive 
training of existing and potential tree spotters in the National Forestry Services, and other relevant institutes. 
 There is an urgent need to install more uniform-sized, permanent sample plots  (with collected herbarium 
material) in different forest habitats within each territory/country/state/region, through close collaboration 
with relevant Herbaria. 
 Digital collections of vouchers (even sterile) should be made available to improve species identification 
through the region of the Guiana Shield. 
 More collaboration between Herbaria, Forestry Services, conservation NGOs and Forest or Biodiversity 
research institutions on this subject should be stimulated in each territory. 
 Further work is needed to eliminate the inconsistencies in tree species lists of the 4 territories in particular 
for local/vernacular and scientific Latin names. 
 An on-line regional working group should be set up that could be integrated within the IBG (International 
Society of Biodiversity of the Guiana Shield) at a later stage. 
 More fundraising is needed both in-country and internationally, towards regional or national donor 
institutions. 

 
Tonka Island, Suriname, 02 October 2015.” 
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